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Rivalités géopolitique

Conséquences pour la sécurité de la Suisse
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1. Mutations des polarités mondiales

2. Impacts: économie, défense

3. Conséquences pour la Suisse

Arguments
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Sécurité ?

3

“
(Wolfers 1952, 485).

The absence of threats to 
acquired values, in a 
subjective sense, the 
absence of fear that such 
values will be attacked
Arnold Wolfers
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“
Buzan (2007) in Battistella (2019, 557)

The pursuit of freedom 
from threat 

Barry Buzan

5

Security threats

Threats The threatened

Governments Societal groups Individuals The world

Non-human diseases, 
natural disasters

pandemics, asteroid / 
comet collision

Global structures global warming global warming poverty, 
industrial accidents, 
pollution

Individual cyberattacks hate crime crime, 
hate crime

Societal groups civil war,
cyberattacks

genocide hate crime

Governments war, 
economic sanctions

genocide,
politicide

Human rights abuses nuclear war

Based on Hough (2023, 20-21) 
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Analytical Frameworks

Interests
«Realism»
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“The strong do what 
they can and the weak 
suffer what they must

Thucidides

Thucidides  (s.d., 3)
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Analytical Frameworks

Institutions
«Liberalism»

Interests
«Realism»

9

Liberalism

Democracies do not go to war with each 
other and also generally with other political 
regimes
 

Deschaux-Dutard, D. (2018)
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“Security is ultimately 
based on states 
respecting international 
law, including the rules of 
the UN Charter

Pål Jonson, Minister for Defence
Sweden Swedish MOD (s.d., 3)
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Geopolitical Rivalries
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D’après Vogt et al, 2024, Rapport de la Commission d’étude de la politique de sécurité, Bern: DDPS      

Made with Natural Earth 

13

Condemns Russia

West leaning

Neutral

Russia leaning

Supportive of Russia

? E

A

C

B

E

EIU (2022)
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Source: UNCTAD (2024)
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Hegemony

Cold War
Bipolarity

Post-post-Cold War
?-polarity

Post-Cold War
Unipolarity
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Multi-Alignment, «Hedgemony» 
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The West vs the Rest
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“1. L’invention de la Cité, de la liberté… 
de la science et de l’école

2. Le droit privé et l’humanisme
3. La prophétie éthique et 

eschatologique de la Bible
4. La révolution papale des XIe-XIIIe
5. Les grandes révolutions 

démocratiques modernes

Philippe Nemo
Nemo, Philippe. 2004. Qu'est-ce que l'Occident? 
2e édiTon ed. Quadrige (Paris). PUF

19

Sociétés de détachement Sociétés de proximité

20

E

21

$11.5 trillion in goods and energy every year

CSIS (2024)

1/5 transited the Taiwan Strait
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Conflicts in Asia Pacific

Escala&on risk
levels

Interstate

Conflict type

Domestic 

Civil war 
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China USA
• Last vestige of the 

“century of 
humiliation”

• Main obstacle to 
projecting military 
power

• Last ‘Democratic China’

• Chinese control would 
open the door to the 
Pacific

D’après Fatton (2022), CSIS (2024)

Status: de facto Independance

24



35.14_2024-11-14 Conférence donnée à la 
SVO groupement Est

18/11/2024

Dr Christian Bühlmann -
christianbuehlmann.com 5

Bases US

Bases chinoises

Containing China – The Asian Pivot

Made with Natural Earth 
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Made with Natural Earth 
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Longpo Naval Base
150 km Jianggezhuang Naval Base

~1000 km

Depth [m]

0 - 200

200 – 1 000

> 1 000 m

Made with Natural Earth 
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Decoupling
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1. Rise of the South vs US / West

2. For China, Security > Economy

3. Major Risks of Global Economic 
Impacts : Supply Chain and Sanctions
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Application to Switzerland

29

LA SÉCURITÉ
DE LA SUISSE
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Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Service de renseignement de la Confédération SRC

E1

A

C

D

D’après SRC (2024), La sécurité de la Suisse, Berne: DDPS      

Made with Natural Earth 

E2
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D’après Vogt et al, 2024, Rapport de la Commission d’étude de la politique de sécurité, Bern: DDPS      

Made with Natural Earth 
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If the trade war between 
the West and China 
escalates further, the US 
and EU could well put 
pressure on Switzerland to 
disengage from China 
again.

“
Swissinfo (2024)
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“Switzerland could come under increasing pressure to 
support the US… against China… 

Such a scenario would significantly limit Switzerland’s 
ability to position itself between the US and China

Source
US-China Interdependence: Implications for Switzerland
Fischer, Sophie-Charlotte, Michiel Foulon, and Julian Kamasa. 2023. 
US-China Interdependence: Implications for Switzerland. 
Zürich: Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich.
US-China_Interdependence_Study_2023 (ethz.ch)
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“
Conseil fédéral (2021, 29-30)

Protéger la liberté d’action
L’objectif général de la politique suisse de
sécurité consiste à protéger la liberté d’action,
l’autodétermination et l’intégrité de la Suisse et 
de sa population ainsi que ses conditions de vie 
contre les menaces et les dangers, et à
contribuer à la stabilité et à la paix par-delà les
frontières.

Conseil fédéral
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“
Conseil fédéral (2021, 29-30)

La sécurité au sens large
Outre les menaces militaires, les formes de conflits hybrides 
et les menaces liées au terrorisme, à l’extrémisme violent et 
à la criminalité, la Suisse prend en considération les 
conséquences des défis mondiaux en matière de climat, de 
santé et de migration sur la politique de sécurité. De plus, 
elle tient compte des interdépendances des menaces et des 
dangers

Conseil fédéral
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Security threats

Threats The threatened

Governments Societal groups Individuals The world

Non-human diseases, 
natural disasters

pandemics, asteroid / 
comet collision

Global structures global warming global warming poverty, 
industrial accidents, 
pollution

Individual cyberattacks hate crime crime, 
hate crime

Societal groups civil war,
cyberattacks

genocide hate crime

Governments war, 
economic sanctions

genocide,
politicide

Human rights abuses nuclear war

Based on Hough (2023, 20-21) 
Hough, P. (2023). Understanding Global Security. London and New York, Routledge. 
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https://css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/US-China_Interdependence_Study_2023.pdf
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1. Impact sécuritaire et économique

2. Pour la Suisse, sécurité < économie

3. Focalisation territoriale et intérieure

37

La neutralité

38

Neutrality

39

“1. Fonction intérieure d’intégration
2. Fonction d’indépendance
3. Fonction de libre-échange
4. Intérêts européens
5. Bons offices
Alois Ricklin
Riklin, Alois. Funktionen der schweizerischen Neutralität. In: Passé pluriel. En hommage au professeur Roland Ruffieux. Editions universitaires, Freiburg 1991, S. 361–
394.
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VERT
GRÜN
GREEN

ROUGE
ROT
RED

JAUNE
GELB
YELLOW

POURPRE
PURPUR
PURPLE
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Collaboration after the outbreak of hostilities

VERT
GRÜN
GREEN

ROUGE
ROT
RED

Nineteenth-century options 
1.  Remain neutral
2. Alliance with GREEN
3. Alliance with RED
4. Attack GREEN and RED
   

20th century options (OT 61)
[...] Collaboration with the 
adversary of our aggressor 
will automatically be imposed

Ernst (1974)
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“Switzerland remained neutral 
not only because they chose 
neutrality, but because warring 
nations permitted them to 
remain neutral

Geoffrey Blainey

Blainey (1973)
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Conclusions
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1. Geopolitical Rivalries Impact us

2. The Domestic Focus of Swiss Security

3. Rethinking Neutrality
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Dr. Christian Bühlmann

www.christianbuehlmann.com/presentations
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